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UC Pest Management Guidelines

MOSQUITOES

Home & Landscape
(Updmted: 2/98)

IN THIS GUIDELINE:

LIFE CYCLE

PUBLIC HEALTH AND VETERINARY IMPORTANCE .
MANAGEMENT

PUBLICATION INFORMATION

GLOSSARY

There are more than 50 species of mosquitoes in California. They occur in a variety of habitats in the
sate, ranging fromn deserts st or below sea level to hugh mountain meadows & elevatons of 10,000 foe
or more. Many species of California mosquitoes are relatively uncommoa and seldom pose & threat to the
health or well-being of California citizens However, there are several species that readily attack people,
and some species are capable of transmitting mucrobial organisms that cause human diseases such as
malaria and encephalitis The mosquitces of major concem m California belong to the genera Cadex,
Aedes, and Anopheles

IDENTIFICATION

Mosquito adults are small, flying, midgelike insects, Female mosquitoes can be differentiated from smilar
Insects by the presence of a long slender proboscis that is adapeed for picreing skin and sucking blood,
and loeg slender wings that are covered with small scales Male mosguitoes have scale-coversd wings,
but their probosces, or beaks, are shorter and thicker than the females’, and are adapeed for sucking plane
juices and other sources of sugar rather than blood. In the immature stages, called larvae oc wigglers,
mosquitoes are usually black or dark Brown and ocur in onmoving or nearly still water. Most masquito
larvae have a distinctive sphan [55K] or air tube at the rear of their bodies. The next stage is the pupal
stage; pupae, called rumblers, are also aquatic and are small, roundish foems usually black in calor

The ke cycles of mosquatoes vary widdly from species to species. Some female mosquitoes lay single
eges on water surfaces; others lay single cgps on moist sod where later flooding is ikely Still other
species lay batches of eggs, called afts [34K], 100 or more a1 o lime on water sarfaces. Eges deposited
on water surfaces usually bhatch within 2 day or so, but eggs lid on sod surfaces do not hatch vamil
flooding occurs, which may be months or even years later. Larvae, which are nealy imvisible to the naked
eye hatch fram eggs Lanvae molt theee times 10 become 4th-stage larvae. Several days later, this larval
form molts again to become a pupa  Adult mosquitoes emerge from pupac | 10 2 days afler that, with
male mosquitoes always emerging first In summer the entire life cycle, from egg to adult, may be
completed in & week or less
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