General Information Potential AHB colony locations around the home

The Africanized honey bee (AHB) has migrated
into California. The first AHB swarms arrived at
the southern border of California in October 1993.
AHBs are predicted to continue moving northward
into other areas of California that domestic
European honey bees (EHBs) now inhabit. It is
expected that AHBs will eventually replace
unmanaged EHBs.
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AHBs look the same and in most ways behave
like the EHBs that currently reside in the United
States. One very important difference between
the two varieties is the ultra defensive behavior
AHBs can display while protecting their colony
location. In some South American attacks, AHBs
have seriously stung or killed pets, livestock, and
humans. This behavior has earned AHBs the

common name "Killer Bees".
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Activities that can cause a stinging attack

AHBs react to activities farther from the colony
than EHBs.

Important differences between AHBs and EHBs

Vibration or noise

Pursuit distance Defensive reaction period
AHBs will chase a person a longer distance than AHBs will remain agitated longer than EHBs after
EHBs a colony is disturbed.

AHBs
Operation of power equipment within 100 feet or
more of colony
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